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JOSEPH  SMITH 

Opponents  of  the  Church  object  to  the  recognition  given  to  Joseph 
Smith,  the  Latter-day  prophet  through  whom  God  restored  the  Gospel  and 
the  Church  organized  by  Christ  when  he  lived  among  men.  That  this 
prophet's  name  is  so  commonplace,  and  that  he  was  but  a  boy  when  told 
the  great  truths  of  religion  have  been  stumbling  blocks  to  many.  They  have 
felt  one  of  great  education  and  learning  should  be  he  through  whom 
God  would  guide  his  Church.  Then,  too,  the  fact  that  we  claim  a  modern 
day  prophet  has  been  ordained  by  God  is  too  difficult  for  the  unbelieving 
to  accept.  They  say  they  believe  in  olden  day  prophets  but  cannot  accept 
one  who  has  lived  in  recent  times. 

Surely  the  world  finds  itself  today  once  again  in  the  same  condition 
of  disbelief  so  oftentimes  existing  in  past  times.  Whenever  God  has  sent 
his  prophets  among  men,  they  have  been  rejected  by  the  multitudes.  Each 
time,  but  a  few  believers,  chosen  ones  of  God,  have  accepted  the  truth 
revealed  through  that  prophet.  Those  who  have  not  accepted  the  message 
of  the  prophet  have  been  cut  off  from  the  blessings  God  would  share 
with  his  children. 

The  apostle  Paul  tells  us  of  those  of  his  day  when  he  said:  "For  they 
being  ignorant  of  God's  righteousness,  and  going  about  to  establish  their 
own  righteousness,  have  not  submitted  themselves  unto  the  righteousness 
of  God."    (Romans  10:13) 

Then  again  in  Romans  16:18  he  further  states,  "For  they  that  are 
such  serve  not  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  their  own  belly;  and  by  good 
words  and  fair  speeches  deceive  the  hearts  of  the  simple." 

Those  who  are  serving  God  and  who  are  praying  continually  for  His 
guidance  in  their  lives,  will,  when  presented  with  the  truths  of  Mormonism. 
recognize  these  truths  as  the  restored  Gospel  of  Christ.  Those  who  set  their 
minds  and  wills  above  the  righteousness  of  God  will  reject  the  message  of 
Mormonism  restored  by  one  of  God's  latter-day  prophets. 

Those  who  set  their  own  opinions  above  those  of  God  and  His  pro- 
phets will  reject  Joseph  Smith  and  the  truths  he  restored.  Those  whose 
greatest  desire  is  to  serve  God  will  accept  Joseph  Smith  as  a  prophet,  even 
as  they  accept  Moses,  Noah,  Abraham,  and  all  the  other  prophets. 

Unless  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet,  how  could  he  have  prophesied 
while  still  a  boy  that  his  name  would  be  known  for  good  or  evil  through- 
out the  earth,  which  has  happened.  How  could  he  have  translated  a  record 
of  scripture,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which  is  in  complete  harmony  with 
the  teachings  of  the  Bible  and  further  supports  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Bible.  How  could  he  have  told  of  a  remarkable  civilization  on  the  Ameri- 
can Continent,  which  truths  were  unknown  to  people  of  his  day  and  which 
have  come  to  light  in  great  abundance  since  the  days  of  his  making  known 
these  truths.  How  could  Joseph  Smith  have  prophesied  many  years  before 
the  Civil  War  in  the  United  States  that  the  war  would  occur,  even  naming 
the  State  in  that  country  through  which  the  war  would  commence.  Finally, 
if  he  were  not  a  prophet  of  God,  how  then  could  he  have  restored  to 
earth  the  completeness  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  For  centuries  the  most 
learned  and  brilliant  men  of  the  earth  have  sought  to  correct  and  reform 
the  so-called  Christian  Church.  They  have  succeeded  in  correcting  some 
erroneous  teachings.  Others  have  remained  to  mislead  mankind.  Only 
through  the  wisdom  of  God  as  revealed  through  His  latter-day  prophet, 
has  the  completeness  of  the  Gospel  as  taught  by  Christ  again  been  given 
to  men  on  earth. 

May  the  Lord  bless  us  to  respect  and  honour  this  prophet  even  as 
we  respect  and  honour  those  of  old  and  those  of  today.  May  this  Gospel 
speedily  spread  to  fill  the  lives  of  all  honest  seekers  after  truth. 

President  and  Sister  Howard  C.  Badger. 
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South  African  Mission 
Receives  New  Leaders 


Elder  MARION  G.  ROMNEY 
of  the  Council  of  Twelve 


ELDER  BOYD   K.  PACKER 

Assistant  to  the  Twelve 


Elder    Marion    G.    Romney 

"I  was  reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  with  one  of  my  lads,"  said 
Marion  G.  Romney  as  he  addressed  the  Saints.  "I  lay  in  the  lower  bunk, 
he  in  the  upper.  I  heard  his  voice  breaking  as  if  he  had  a  cold,  but  we 
continued  to  the  chapter's  end.  As  we  finished  he  said,  'Daddy,  do  you 
ever  cry  when  you  read  the  Book  of  Mormon?" 

"  'Yes,  son,'  I  answered.  Sometimes  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  so  witnesses 
to  my  soul  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  true  that  I  do  cry." 

Anyone  who  has  heard  Marion  G.  Romney  bear  testimony  knows 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  works  through  him.  Not  only  may  Elder 
Romney  be  moved,  but  many  within  the  sound  of  his  voice  are  also  moved. 
The  Lord  uses  in  a  most  sweet  and  inspiring  manner  the  pure,  honest 
spirit  of  Marion  G.  Romney. 

Those  who  know  him  say,  as  Jesus  said  of  Nathanael,  "Behold  an 
Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile!" 

"Perhaps  few,  if  any,  are  more  soundly  principled  in  the  teachings  of 
the  gospel  truths,"  said  a  fellow  member  of  the  Twelve. 

This  schooling  in  sound  principles  has  been  acquired  over  a  long 
and  rather  unusual  career.  Obstacles  played  their  delaying  tactics  and 
prepared  Marion  G.  Romney  for  his  destiny. 

He  was  born  September  19,  1897,  in  the  Latter-day  Saint  colony  of 
Colonia  Juarex,  Mexico,  a  son  of  George  S.  and  Artemesia  Redd  Romney. 
Then  in  1912  the  Mexican  Revolution  flared.  Rebel  armies  were  on  the 
loose,  and  the  colonists  were  forced  to  leave  Mexico.  Marion's  father  left 
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him  in  charge  of  getting  the  family  safely  to  El  Paso,  but  as  Marion  steered 
the  horses  and  wagon  down  the  road,  members  of  the  rebel  army  stopped 
them  and  took  their  total  savings  of  20  pesos. 

"Then  they  turned  around,  drew  their  guns,  and  I  looked  down  the 
barrels  of  rifles  that  seemed  very  large  to  me.  I  expected  them  to  shoot, 
but  for  some  reason  they  did  not,  and  I  have  lived  to  tell  the  story,"  said 
Elder  Romney. 

The  family,  deprived  of  all  their  belongings,  moved  from  Texas  to 
California  and  then  to  Idaho,  where  Marion's  father,  a  widely  respected 
school  teacher,  was  named  president  of  Ricks  Junior  College. 

Obtaining  a  college  education  was  a  slow  process  for  Marion.  Never- 
theless, between  a  mission  to  Australia,  marriage  to  Ida  Jensen  in  1924 
(they  have  two  sons),  and  periods  of  work  to  support  his  family,  he  deter- 
minedly pursued  education.  At  23  he  graduated  from  Ricks  Normal  College 
(where  he  was  a  football  and  basketball  star)  and  at  28  from  the  University 
of  Utah.  At  34  he  received  his  law  degree. 

Elder    Boyd    K.    Packer 

The  tenth  of  eleven  children  of  Ira  W.  and  Emma  Jensen,  Packer,  Elder 
Boyd  K.  Packer  was  born  September  10,  1924,  into  a  home  that  was  richly 
endowed  with  everything  except  ready  money.  He  was  well  schooled  in 
the  family  circle  in  the  principles  that  had  made  for  his  people  an  every- 
day religion  of  the  restored  gospel,  and  had  made  their  arid  homesites  blos- 
som as  the  rose. 

During  his  senior  year  in  high  school,  Pearl  Harbour  embroiled  the 
nation  in  war.  Following  his  graduation,  he  worked  for  the  contractors 
building  the  Bushnell  General  Hospital  at  Brigham  City,  Utah.  He  enlisted 
in  the  air  cadet  programme  of  the  air  force  and  was  graduated  as  a  pilot 
by  the  time  he  was  twenty.  As  a  lonely  cadet,  he  recalls,  he  poured  out 
his  soul  in  prayer,  promising  that  if  he  could  succeed  in  accomplishing 
life's  real  purpose  and  resist  temptation,  he  would  dedicate  himself  to 
the  Lord. 

After  additional  training  he  was  stationed  in  Hawaii,  and  then  in  the 
Philippines.  In  October  1945  he  was  sent  to  Japan,  where  in  his  leisure 
time  he  had  the  opportunity  of  aiding  other  servicemen  in  teaching  the 
gospel  to  the  Japanese  people. 

After  being  released  from  the  service,  he  continued  his  education  at 
Weber  College  and  Utah  State  University,  receiving  his  bachelor's  and 
master's  degree  in  education.  He  married  Donna  Edith  Smith,  and  they 
have  nine  children. 

President  George  Albert  Smith  spoke  in  the  Box  Elder  Tabernacle  in 
1948,  encouraging  the  citizens  of  the  community  to  support  the  use  of  the 
Bushnell  Hospital  facilities  for  an  Indian  school  and  promising  that  those 
in  attendance  would  do  all  they  could  to  aid  and  encourage  the  project. 

Elder  Packer  took  this  as  a  personal  challenge,  as  did  others.  When 
the  first  group  of  Indian  students  arrived  in  1949,  Elder  Packer,  then  a 
member  of  the  seminary  faculty,  and  J.  Edwin  Baird  were  appointed  to 
develop  a  Church  programme  for  those  students.  From  this  small  begin- 
ning, the  Indian  seminary  programme  has  grown  and  developed  and  is 
now  used  throughout  the  Church. 

Elder  Packer  was  sustained  as  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  at  the  October  1961  general  conference.  At  that  time  he  was 
supervisor,  of  seminaries  and  institutes  of  religion  and  was  working  on  his 
doctorate  in  education,  which  he  received  from  the  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity in  June  1962. 

Since  August  1965  he  has  been  presiding  over  the  New  England 
Mission. 

(Continued  on  page  187) 
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Do  Animals  have  Spirits? 

Question:  "Do  animals  have  spirits?  If  so,  will  they  obtain  the  resur- 
rection, and  if  so,  where  will  they  go? 

Answer:  The  simple  answer  is  that  animals  do  have  spirits  and  that 
through  the  redemption  made  by  our  Saviour  they  will  come  forth  in  the 
resurrection  to  enjoy  the  blessing  of  immortal  life.  The  Bible  as  it  has 
come  to  us  through  numerous  translations  and  copies  does  not  contain  the 
information  concerning  the  immortality  of  the  animal  world  in  the  clear- 
ness which  without  any  doubt,  it  was  invested  with  the  pure  inspiration 
of  the  revelations  of  the  Lord.  However,  there  are  some  passages  which 
still  remain  bearing  witness  to  the  eternal  nature  of  the  animal  world. 
Among  these  are  the  following : 

"Thus  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all  the  host  of 
them  .  .  . 

These  are  the  generations  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth  when  they 
were  created,  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  God  made  the  earth  and  the 
heavens. 

And  every  plant  of  the  field  before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every 
herb  of  the  field  before  it  grew :  for  the  Lord  God  had  not  caused  it  to 
rain  upon  the  earth,  and  there  was  not  a  man  to  till  the  ground."  (Genesis 
2:1,  4-5). 

Then,  before  death  came  upon  the  world,  the  Lord  planted  a  garden 
for  Adam  and  Eve  and  placed  all  manner  of  cattle  and  living  creatures  on 
the  earth,  as  well  as  vegetation.  When  Adam  transgressed  the  command- 
ment, all  things  upon  the  earth  became  subject  to  death,  as  well  as  Adam 
and  Eve,  and  the  earth  itself  partook  of  this  fall. 

In  the  restoration  of  the  original  scriptures  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  we  are  given  a  clearer  picture  of  conditions  both  before  and  after 
the  fall.  This  is  the  account  as  it  was  written  by  Moses : 

"And  now,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  these  are  the  generations  of 
the  heaven  and  of  the  earth,  when  they  were  created,  in  the  day  that  I. 
the  Lord  God,  made  the  heaven  and  the  earth.  And  every  plant  of  the 
field  before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every  herb  of  the  field  before  it  grew. 
For  I,  the  Lord  God,  created  all  things,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  spirit- 
ually, before  they  were  naturally  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  For  I.  the 
Lord  God,  had  not  caused  it  to  rain  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  And  I, 
the  Lord  God,  had  created  all  the  children  of  men;  and  not  yet  a  man  to 
till  the  ground;  for  in  heaven  created  I  them;  and  there  was  not  yet  flesh 
upon  the  earth,  neither  in  the  water,  neither  in  the  air; 

But  I,  the  Lord  God,  spake,  and  there  went  up  a  mist  from  the  earth, 
and  watered  the  whole  face  of  the  ground.  (Moses  3:4-6). 

Then  to  make  the  matter  perfectly  clear,  the  Lord  added  this : 

And  out  of  the  ground  made  I,  the  Lord  God,  to  grow  every  tree, 
naturally,  that  is  pleasant  to  the  sight  of  man;  and  man  could  behold  it. 
And  it  became  also  a  living  soul.  For  it  was  spiritual  in  the  day  that  I 
created  it;  for  it  remaineth  in  the  sphere  in  which  I,  God  created  it,  yea. 
even  all  things  which  I  prepared  for  the  use  of  man;  and  man  saw  that 
it  was  good  for  food  .  .  .  (Moses  3 : 9). 

When  the  Lord  revealed  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  many  things 
concerning  the  millennium  and  the  events  which  should  precede  and 
follow  it,  he  gave  the  following : 
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And  again,  verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you  that  when  the  thousand 
years  are  ended,  and  men  again  begin  to  deny  their  God,  then  will  I 
spare  the  earth  but  for  a  little  season; 

And  the  end  shall  come,  and  the  heaven  and  the  earth  shall  be  con- 
sumed and  pass  away,  and  there  shall  be  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth. 

For  all  old  things  shall  pass  away,  and  all  things  shall  become  new, 
even  the  heaven  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  fulness  thereof,  both  men  and 
beasts,  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  fishes  of  the  sea; 

And  not  one  hair,  neither  more,  shall  be  lost,  for  it  is  the  workman- 
ship of  mine  hand. 

While  meeting  with  a  group  of  the  members  of  the  Church  one  day  in 
March  1832,  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  was  asked  this  question:  "What 
are  we  to  understand  by  the  four  beasts,  spoken  of  in  the  same  verse?" 
(Revelation  4:6)  His  answer  is  as  follows: 

They  are  figurative  expressions,  used  by  the  Revelator  John,  in  des- 
cribing heaven,  the  paradise  of  God,  the  happiness  of  man,  and  of  beasts, 
and  of  creeping  things,  and  of  the  fowls  of  the  air;  that  which  is  spiritual 
being  in  the  likeness  of  that  which  is  temporal;  and  that  which  is  temporal 
in  the  likeness  of  that  which  is  spiritual;  the  spirit  of  man  in  the  likeness 
of  his  person,  as  also  the  spirit  of  the  beast,  and  every  other  creature 
which  God  has  created. 

Again  when  commenting  on  the  Revelation  of  John,  the  Prophet  said : 

John  saw  curious  looking  beasts  in  heaven,  he  saw  every  creature 
that  was  in  heaven  .  .  .  actually  there,  giving  glory  to  God.  How  do  you 
prove  it?  (See  Rev.  5:13.)  "And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and 
on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all  that 
are  in  them,  heard  I  saying,  Blessing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power, 
be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  JJamb  for  ever  and 
ever." 

I  suppose  John  saw  beings  there  of  a  thousand  forms,  that  had  been 
saved  from  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  earths  like  this,  strange  beasts 
of  which  we  have  no  conception :  all  might  be  seen  in  heaven.  The  grand 
secret  was  to  show  John  what  there  was  in  heaven.  John  learned  that 
God  glorified  Himself  by  saving  all  that  His  hands  had  made,  whether 
beasts,  fowls,  fishes  or  men;  and  He  will  glorify  Himself  with  them. 

Says  one,  "  I  cannot  believe  in  the  salvation  of  beasts."  Any  man 
who  will  tell  you  that  this  could  not  be,  would  tell  you  that  the  revel- 
ations are  not  true.  John  heard  the  words  of  the  beasts  giving  glory  to 
God,  and  understood  them.  God  who  made  the  beasts  giving  glory  to 
God,  and  understood  them.  God  who  made  the  beasts  could  understand 
every  language  spoken  by  them.  The  four  beasts  were  four  of  the  most 
noble  animals  that  had  filled  the  measure  of  their  creation,  and  had  been 
saved  from  other  worlds,  because  they  were  perfect:  they  were  like  angels 
in  their  sphere.  We  are  not  told  where  they  came  from,  and  I  do  not  know  : 
but  they  were  seen  and  heard  by  John  praising  and  glorifying  God. 

As  to  where  the  beasts,  birds,  and  fish,  and  all  other  creatures  will  go 
after  the  resurrection  we  can  only  express  an  opinion.  John  saw  many  of 
them  in  heaven  in  the  presence  of  God.  It  is  very  probable  that  they,  like 
mankind,  will  be  distributed  in  the  various  kingdoms,  celestial,  terrestrial, 
and  telestial.  We  may  well  believe  that  in  each  of  these  kingdoms  such 
creatures  will  be  assigned. 

EDITORS  NOTE:  This  article  was  taken  from  the  book  "Answers  to 
Gospel  Questions",  Volume  II,  by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith. 
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WHAT  ARE  THEY 
COMING  TO? 


by  Florence  Bittner 


I  worry  about  the  younger  generation.  I  feel  it  is  part  of  my  civic 
duty.  Every  generation  has  always  worried  about  the  younger  generation. 

But  this  younger  generation  really  needs  to  be  worried  about.  I  just 
don't  know  where  they're  headed.  A  bunch  of  fly-by-nights,  frantically 
running  around,  refusing  to  take  advantage  of  opportunities.  Smart  alecks 
—  taking  anything  that  isn't  nailed  down.  Never  content  to  stay  home  for 
a  minute. 

If  you  don't  believe  me,  just  try  to  make  an  appointment  with  a 
family  for  some  reason,  and  who  are  the  ones  you  can  never  catch  home'1 
The  teenagers,  that's  who.  They're  always  chasing  off  to  some  ball  game 
or  church  activity  or  part-time  job  or  to  do  some  volunteer  work  at  a 
hospital.  All  the  mothers  say  the  same  thing  —  they  never  saw  anyone 
so  busy.  See  what  I  mean?  Never  content  to  stay  home. 

They'll  take  anything  that  isn't  nailed  down  —  like  Dale  Pulsipher, 
who  found  my  daughter's  wallet  on  the  bus.  It  had  her  university  student 
activity  card  for  identification.  Just  about  the  time  she  realized  she'd  lost 
it,  Dale  called  to  say  he  had  found  it.  See?  That  wallet  wasn't  nailed 
down,  and  sure  enough,  he  picked  it  up. 

He  came  to  the  house  on  the  bus  to  bring  the  wallet  with  the  money 
still  in  it,  refused  any  kind  of  reward,  said  he  had  been  worried  for  fear 
she  would  need  some  of  the  papers  in  it,  and  protested  when  my  husband 
insisted  on  driving  him  home  .  .  .  said  he  could  take  the  bus  home  again 
and  it  wasn't  any  trouble.  They  don't  know  how  to  take  advantage  of  an 
opportunity,  these  kids. 

Last  summer  we  went  to  the  beach  at  the  lake.  On  the  way  home  we 
stopped  for  gas,  and  my  husband  discovered  he  had  lost  his  credit  cards. 
We  have  heard  about  people  who  have  lost  their  credit  cards,  and  with 
the  kind  of  young  people  we  have  around  today,  we  knew  we  were  in  for 
it.  Probably  by  the  time  we  could  have  the  credit  cards  cancelled,  they'd 
have  run  up  several  hundred  dollars  worth  of  bills. 

Early  the  next  morning  some  kid  called,  wouldn't  give  his  name,  just 
an  address  in  the  very  worst  part  of  town.  He  said  he  had  found  the  credit 
cards.  Well!  In  that  part  of  town  we  knew  we  would  have  nothing  but 
trouble,  and  that's  what  he  gave  us  .  .  .  wouldn't  tell  us  his  name  .  .  .  said 
it  didn't  matter  .  .  .  didn't  event  want  to  be  thanked  for  returning  them  .  .  . 
wouldn't  take  any  money.  "For  what?"  he  said.  Like  I  said,  these  kids 
don't  know  how  to  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity.  Just  think  of  the 
high  old  time  he  could  have  had  on  our  credit  cards,  but  what  did  he  do? 
He  gave  them  back.  No  ingenuity. 

We  went  for  a  ride  on  a  winter  evening  out  into  the  country.  We 
backed  into  a  side  road  to  turn  around  and  discovered  we'd  chosen  a  very 
icy  bit  of  real  estate  to  stop  on.  Our  wheels  were  running  up  miles  on  the 
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speedometer  without  going  anywhere.  A  car  full  of  teenage  boys  stopped, 
and  believe  me,  I  was  scared.  Before  we  could  even  get  the  doors  locked, 
those  kids  put  their  shoulders  to  the  back  of  our  car  and  had  us  out  onto 
the  highway  and  they  were  gone.  Didn't  even  wait  around  to  pass  the  time 
of  day.  Impolite,  like  all  the  kids  today. 

If  we  went  to  school  12  years,  we  were  educated.  Some  of  us  went 
on  to  college,  but  most  of  us  knew  what  we  needed  to  know  by  the  time 
we  had  graduated  from  high  school.  No  more.  This  younger  generation 
doesn't  think  any  more  of  a  college  education  than  we  did  of  a  high  school 
diploma,  and  then  they're  not  satisfied.  They  just  keep  right  on  going  to 
school  till  they  have  whiskers  down  to  here.  See?  Smart  alecks  —  avoiding 
the  realities  of  life. 

Like  I  said,  I  have  to  do  my  share  of  worrying  about  the  younger 
generation  and  what  they're  coming  to.  This  I  know  —  whatever  it  is 
they're  coming  to  had  better  get  out  of  the  way,  because  when  these  kids 
say  they're  coming,  they're  coming! 

EDITORS  NOTE:  This  article  by  Florence  Bittner  was  taken  from 
the  April   1968  issue  of  the  Improvement  Era. 


ARNHEM 


DUTCH    MAYOR    ACCEPTS    GIFTS 

Lady  missionaries  Orlean  Miller,  right,  former  "Miss  Idaho  Falls",  and 
Judith  lubber  from  Rhodesia,  Africa,  present  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and 
"Meet  The  Mormons"  to  the  Mayor  of  Arnhem  in  the  Netherlands.  He 
promised  to  read  both  and  commented  favourably  on  a  new  chapel  to  be 
built  in  Arnhem.  This  was  part  of  a  Meet  the  Mayor  programme  in  the 
Netherlands  Mission  which  has  attracted  attention  in  the  Dutch  press. 
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Transvaal  District  Priesthood  Outing 


Group  at  Fountains  in  Pretoria  during  "Hill  Cumorah"  climb. 


Monday,  May  13,  cloudy  to  overcast  and  cold.  Tuesday,  cloudy,  over- 
cast, and  grey  all  day,  and  a  cold  drizzle,  and  misty  in  the  evening.  Wednes- 
day, cloudy,  and  overcast  all  day  with  slight  drizzle  now  and  then;  misty 
evening.  Thursday,  sunny  in  the  morning,  then  clouded  over  again,  and 
cold  all  day.  Friday,  cloudy,  and  overcast  with  rain  midday,  clearing  par- 
tially in  the  afternoon  and  cold.  Thus  read  the  weather  report  for  the 
Reef  area  during  the  week  leading  up  to  the  Saturday  set  for  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  celebration  outing,  yet,  as  we  retired  to  bed  on  the  Friday  night 
we  planned  an  early  rising  in  the  knowledge  that  we  were  about  our 
Father's  business,  and  that  we  should  place  ourselves  in  His  hands. 

Our  faith  was  indeed  rewarded  by  a  loving  Father  for  as  we  arose 
before  dawn  on  the  Saturday,  the  stars  shone  brightly  from  a  cloudless 
sky,  and  a  brisk  southerly  wind  had  arisen  during  the  night  to  disperse  the 
moist  and  cloudy  conditions  which  had  prevailed  during  the  whole  week. 
Fathers  and  sons,  as  well  as  others  in  positions  of  leadership  in  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  programme  of  the  Church,  gathered  at  7.00  a.m.  in  the  Foun- 
tains Valley,  Pretoria,  to  surround  cheerful  camp  fires  lending  a  warm 
contrast  to  the  fresh  chill  of  the  dewy  dawn. 

Our  officials  for  the  day,  President  Henri  Hugo,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  Aaronic  Priesthood  Youth,  with  his  committee  members, 
Piet  Faber,  Jan  Smit,  and  Herby  Adendorff,  soon  had  us  off  the  mark  in 
a  warming-up  process  directed  by  that  inspiring  and  inspired  leader  of 
youth,  Brother  Ron  Richards  who  had  been  asked  to  organize  the  activi- 
ties of  the  day.  Various  well-chosen  games  soon  made  us  feel  warm  and 
happy;  our  spirits  too,  rising  in  the  warmth  of  priesthood  fellowship.Tug- 
of-war,  medicine  ball  games,  putting  the  shot  (with  a  difference),  soon 
reminded  us  that  we  were  hungry  too  and  the  camp  breakfast  with  its 
never-to-be  forgotten  odours  will  always  be  a  cherished  memory.  Then, 
the  "Hill  Cumorah"  climb.  By  this  time,  mid-morning,  the  day  was  begin- 
ning to  bloom  forth  into  perfection,  with  the  chill  South  wind  becoming 
kindly  and  benevolent,  as  if  sensing  the  spirit  of  the  Priesthood  which  we 
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were  honouring  this  day;  the  sun  shone  forth  in  golden  warmth  and  it  was 
good  to  be  alive!  The  Hill  of  course,  was  a  far  cry  from  the  real  Cumorah, 
but  that  mattered  little,  for  the  Spirit  was  there.  Brother  Ron  Richards  led 
us  on  our  way  with  a  kindly  discipline  and  an  interesting  commentary 
which  reminded  us  of  our  indebtedness  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the 
lovely  world  in  which  we  live  and  also  the  heritage  which  we  enjoy  as 
sons  of  God  and  as  citizens  of  this  land  of  ours.  The  summit  of  the  hill 
overlooks  Pretoria,  bustling,  and  so  busy  with  the  all'airs  of  men,  yet  here 
we  were  quietly  able  to  commune  with  our  God  and  each  other,  the  still- 
ness only  broken  by  the  droning  of  an  S.A.A.F.  aircraft  now  and  then. 
Here  we  held  a  short  and  wonderfully  inspiring  commemorative  service 
in  an  atmosphere  which  somehow  can  never  be  matched  in  a  building  of 
any  sort.  Back  to  the  camp  we  wandered,  with  a  feeling  of  father  for  son 
and  son  for  father,  of  each  for  the  gratitude  felt  for  the  glorious  Restored 
Gospel  and  the  Priesthood  which  we  are  able  to  exercise  for  the  enrich- 
ment of  our  lives  and  those  of  others. 


More  games,  more  eats,  more  spirit,  and  the  sun  shone  warmly  on. 
Robert  Browning's  words  came  to  mind.  "God's  in  his  heaven  —  All's 
right  with  the  world."  At  least  our  world,  where  we  have  an  awareness  of 
the  meaning  of  it  all,  where  we  are  able  to  enjoy  with  such  depth  of  feel- 
ing, such  outings  when  men  and  boys  may  encourage  each  other  in  a 
spirit  of  purity  and  love  to  live  the  gospel,  and  to  better  their  ability,  and 
determination  to  magnify  this  glorious  restored  Priesthood  with  its  lofty 
ideals.  It  is  on  occasions  like  these  that  we  are  able  to  have  the  light  of 
a  new  truth  shine  upon  the  scripture : 

...  let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts  unceasingly;  then  shall  thy  con- 
fidence wax  strong  in  the  presence  of  God;  and  the  doctrine  of  the  priest- 
hood shall  distil  upon  thy  soul  as  the  dews  from  heaven."  (D  &  C  121  :45.) 
We  look  forward  with  joy  to  our  next  outing  such  as  this  and  shall  ever 
cherish  this  choice  experience  of  Saturday   May    18,    1968,  a   perfect  day 


The    end 

of 

all    learning 

s 

to   know 

God 

,  and   out  of 
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knowledg 

2    to 
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imitate   h 

im. 

— Milton. 
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The   First   Presidency  and  the  Council  of  the 

Twelve 


by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 

When  the  Saviour  entered  his  ministry  he  selected  twelve  men  from 
his  disciples  whom  he  named  apostles.  (Luke  6:13).  It  is  written  that  he 
"gave  them  oower  against  unclean  spirits,  to  cast  them  out,  and  to  heal 
all  manner  of  sickness  and  all  manner  of  disease."  (Matt.  10: 1.)  The  names 
of  these  twelve  are  familiar  to  most  of  us :  "Simon,  who  is  called  Peter, 
and  Andrew  his  brother;  James  the  son  of  Zebedee  and  John  his  brother; 
Philip,  and  Bartholomew;  Thomas,  and  Matthew  the  publican;  James  the 
son  of  Alphaeus,  and  Libbaeus,  whose  surname  was  Thadaeus;  Simon  the 
Can^.anite,  and  Judas  Iscariot  .  .  ."  (Matt.  10:2-4). 

While  the  record  does  not  say  so,  it  is  evident  that  the  Saviour  con- 
ferred upon  them  the  apostleship,  with  its  keys  and  authorities.  Later  he 
said  to  them:  "Verily  I  say  unto  you,  Whatsoever  ye  shall  bind  on  earth 
shall  be  bound  in  heaven;  and  whatsoever  ye  shall  loose  on  earth  shall  be 
loosed  in  he  wen."  (Matt.  18:18).  It  is  believed  by  some,  because  of  what 
the  Lord  said  to  Peter  at  Caesarea,  Phi'ippi,  that  this  authority  to  bind 
and  loose  was  a  gift  to  Peter  only.  However,  this  is  not  the  case,  for  this 
commission  was  given  to  the  entire  Twelve.  In  fact,  each  received  the  full- 
ness of  the  apostleship  so  that  each,  should  the  time  come,  could  serve  as 
the  senior  apostle,  or  President,  of  the  Church  in  his  turn.  The  Church 
today  is  based  on  that  same  principle. 

Moreover,  the  Lord  selected  Peter,  James,  and  John  and  set  them  at 
the  head  to  act  as  a  First  Presidency  after  his  departure.  They  were  separ- 
ated from  the  other  apostles  and  given  special  authority.  On  several  occa- 
sions the  Saviour  took  these  three  with  him  to  attend  to  special  duties. 
They  were  with  him  on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration.  On  the  death  of 
Peter  and  James,  it  was  Jo!">n  who  by  rieht  of  seniority  became  the  presid- 
ing officer  in  the  Church.  Latter-day  Saints  know  that  these  three  were  a 
presidency;  all  three  came  to  the  Prophet  Josenh  Smith  and  Oliver  Covvdery 
and  ordained  them  apostles.  (See  D  &  C  20:2-3.) 

This  First  Presidency  comprising  Peter,  James,  and  John  was  the  fore- 
runner of  the  First  Presidency  in  our  day.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  held 
two  offices  simultaneously  namely,  President  of  the  Church  and  president 
of  the  high  (Melchizedek)  priesthood.  All  other  Presidents  of  the  Church 
following  him  have  also  held  these  two  offices. 

As  president  of  the  Church  the  presiding  officer  presides  over  all  the 
membership  of  the  Church.  As  president  of  the  high  priesthood  he  presides 
over  all  the  priesthood  of  the  Church  and  has  authority  to  regulate  it,  for 
he  holds  the  keys  of  that  priesthood. 

By  revelation  the  President  of  the  Church  has  been  provided  with 
counselors.  In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  107,  verses  78  to  80, 
we  read : 

"Again,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  the  most  important  business  of  the 
church,  and  the  most  difficult  cases  of  the  church,  inasmuch  as  there  is 
not  satisfaction  upon  the  decision  of  the  bishon  or  judges,  it  shall  be 
handed  over  and  carried  up  unto  the  council  of  the  church,  before  the 
Presidency  of  the  High  Priesthood 

"And  the  Presidency  of  the  council  of  the  High  Priesthood  shall  have 
power  to  call  other  high  priests,  even  twelve,  to  assist  as  counsellors;  and 
thus  the  Presidency  of  the  High  Priesthood  and  its  counsellors  shall  have 
power  to  decide  upon  testimony  according  to  the  laws  of  the  church. 

"And  after  this  decision  it  shall  be  had  in  remembrance  no  more  before 
the  Lord;  for  this  is  the  highest  council  of  the  church  of  God,  and  a  final 
decision  upon  controversies  in  spiritual  matters." 
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".  .  .  there  is  never  but  one  on  the  earth  at  a  time  on  whom  this 
power  and  the  keys  of  this  priesthood  are  conferred"  (D  &  C  132:7). 
President  David  O.  McKay  holds  those  keys  today. 

The  supreme  governing  power  of  the  Church  is  vested  in  the  President 
with  his  counsellors.  The  First  Presidency  preside  over  all  councils,  all 
quorums,  and  all  organizations  of  the  Church,  with  supreme  appointing 
power  and  power  of  nomination.  These  powers  of  appointment,  nomina- 
tion, and  presiding  may  be  delegated  by  the  First  Presidency  to  others  who 
they  may  choose,  and  whom  the  people  sustain  to  represent  the  Presidency 
in  the  government  of  the  Church. 

The  First  Presidency  are  the  living  oracles  of  God  and  the  supreme 
adjudicators  and  interpreters  of  the  law  of  the  Church.  They  supervise 
the  work  of  the  entire  Church  in  all  matters  of  policy,  organization,  and 
administration.  No  part  of  the  work  of  the  Church  is  beyond  their  auth- 
ority. 

The  word  apostle  means  "one  sent  forth."  This  was  the  name  our 
Lord  gave  to  the  twelve  whom  he  chose  to  be  his  companions  during  his 
ministry  on  earth  and  whom  he  sent  forth  to  represent  him  after  his  ascen- 
sion in  heaven. 

According  to  the  teachings  of  Paul,  it  was  the  intention  that  when 
vacancies  occurred  in  the  Council  of  Twelve,  these  vacancies  should  be 
filled,  for  he  declared  to  the  Saints  in  his  day  at  Ephesus,  while  arguing 
for  the  unity  of  the  Church : 

"And  he  gave  some,  apostles;  and  some,  prophets;  and  some,  evange- 
lists; and  some,  pastors  and  teachers; 

"For  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ : 

"Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fulness  of  Christ."  (Eph.  4:11-13.) 

We  know  that  after  the  fall  of  Judas,  the  disciples  met  and  by  the 
inspiration  of  the  Lord  selected  Matthias  to  fill  the  vacancy.  We  know 
also  that  it  was  but  a  short  time  following  the  death  of  the  Lord  that  James, 
one  of  the  three  presiding  apostles,  was  killed.  That  Paul  was  called  to 
be  an  apostle  is  evident  from  many  of  his  epistles,  and  Barnabas  also  was 
called.  We  look  upon  James,  who  wrote  the  epistle,  and  Jude  as  being 
apostles. 

In  our  day,  by  command  of  the  Lord,  men  have  been  chosen  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  Twelve  whenever  vacancies  occur.  In  the  Book  of 
Mormon  we  read  that  this  was  the  custom  among  the  Nephites.  It  was 
never  intended  that  there  would  be  more  than  twelve  men  called  to  this 
quorum  of  apostles  when  vacancies  occurred. 

One  of  the  first  intimations  that  twelve  apostles  were  to  be  chosen  in 
this  dispensation  is  found  in  the  revelation  given  at  Fayete,  New  York, 
in  June  1829,  in  which  the  three  witnesses  were  appointed  to  search  out 
the  Twelve,  six  years  before  the  Twelve  were  called.  (D  &  C  18.)  The 
brethren  selected  for  this  important  calling  were  men  who  had  proved  their 
integrity  in  Zion's  Camp.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  February  1835,  the 
Prophet  called  an  assembly  of  the  brethren  who  had  gone  to  Missouri  in 
Zion's  Camp.  He  stated  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  choose  men 
for  important  positions  in  the  ministry.  He  had  been  commanded  of  the 
Lord  to  call  men  of  integrity  and  faith;  among  these  would  be  twelve  to  be 
ordained  apostles  in  the  Church. 

According  to  revelation  these  men  were  to  be  selected  by  the  three 
witnesses  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  After  the  usual  opening  exercises  the 
three  witnesses  were  blessed  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  First  Presi- 
dency, that  they  might  have  the  inspiration  to  make  the  selections. 

After  the  selection,  a  charge  was  given  to  those  chosen.  On  March  12, 
1835,  the  new  apostles  met  in  council  and  petitioned  the  First  Presidency 
to  seek  for  them  a  revelation  that  would  guide  them  in  their  labours.  The 
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answer  to  their  petition  —  the  revelation  on  priesthood  —  came  March  28, 
1835.  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  any  person  can  read  this  inspired  docu- 
ment and  not  be  definitely  convinced  of  the  prophetic  powers  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

The  revelation  made  clear  that  in  case  of  the  dissolution  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  First  Presidency  of  the  Church,  the  Twelve  should  succeed  to 
the  presidency  and  would  thus  act  until  the  Lord  revealed  that  the  First 
Presidency  should  again  be  organized.  And  whenever  the  First  Presidency 
should  be  disorganized,  it  would  devolve  upon  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  to  set  in  order  and  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Church. 

"And  they  (the  Twelve)  form  a  quorum,  equal  in  authority  and  power 
to  the  three  presidents  previously  mentioned. 

"The  Seventy  are  also  called  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  to  be  special 
witnesses  unto  the  Gentiles,  and  in  all  the  world  —  thus  differing  from 
other  officers  in  the  church  in  the  duties  of  their  calling. 

"And  they  form  a  quorum  equal  in  authority  to  that  of  the  Twelve 
special  witnesses  or  Apostles  just  named."  (D  &  C  107:24-26.) 

That  is  to  say,  when  the  First  Presidency  is  disorganized,  the  Twelve 
Apostles  become  the  presiding  quorum  of  the  Church  until  the  Presidency 
is  again  organized,  and  during  that  time  they  are  virtually  the  Presidency 
of  the  Church  —  the  presiding  quorum.  If  through  some  cause  both  these 
quorums  should  be  destroyed,  it  would  devolve  on  the  Seventy  to  set  in 
order  the  Church  and  they  would  become  the  presiding  quorum. 

I  think  it  must  be  said  that  the  Apostles  could  not  be  equal  in  auth- 
ority with  the  Presidency  when  the  First  Presidency  is  fully  and  properly 
organized.  There  could  not  be  two  heads-or  three  heads-of  equal  authority 
at  the  same  time,  for  such  a  thing  would  lead  to  confusion. 

Apostles  are  travelling  councillors  or  special  witnesses  who  go  into 
all  the  world  to  preach.  By  this  is  meant  that  the  Twelve  should  not  go 
forth  without  the  counsel  and  direction  of  the  First  Presidency.  "And 
again,  I  say  unto  you,  that  whosoever  ye  shall  send  in  my  name,  by  the 
voice  of  your  brethren,  the  Twelve,  duly  recommended  and  authorized  by 
you,  shall  have  power  to  open  the  door  of  my  kingdom  unto  any  nation 
whithersoever  ye  shall  send  them  —  inasmuch  as  they  shall  humble  them- 
selves before  me,  and  abide  in  my  word,  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  my 
Spirit."  (D  &  C  112:21:22).  They  are  a  travelling  presiding  high  council 
and  are  to  ordain  all  other  officers  of  the  Church,  and  the  Lord  said  they 
are  to  "feed  his  sheep."  They  hold  the  keys  of  authority  in  all  the  world. 

They  are  special  witnesses  for  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  their  right  to  know 
the  truth  and  to  have  an  abiding  witness.  This  is  an  exacting  duty  upon 
them,  to  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  in  very  deed  the  Only  Begotten  Son  of 
God,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  and  the  Saviour  of  all  those  who  will 
confess  their  sins,  repent,  and  keep  his  commandments. 

The  question  frequently  arises :  "Is  it  necessary  for  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  to  see  the  Saviour  in  order  to  be  an  apostle?"  It 
is  their  privilege  to  see  him  if  occasion  requires,  but  the  Lord  has  taught 
that  there  is  a  stronger  witness  than  seeing  a  personage,  even  of  seeing  the 
Son  of  God  in  a  vision.  Impressions  on  the  soul  that  come  from  the  Holy 
Ghost  are  far  more  significant  than  a  vision.  When  Spirit  speaks  to  spirit, 
the  imprint  upon  the  soul  is  far  more  difficult  to  erase.  Every  member  of 
the  Church  should  have  impressions  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  indelibly 
pictured  on  his  soul  through  the  witness  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

It  is  the  calling  of  the  First  Presidency  and  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
to  be  directed  by  the  Saviour  and  the  Holy  Ghost  in  guiding  this  Church 
and  its  members.  Their  labours  in  the  service  of  our  Saviour  are  an  in- 
spiration to  all  mankind. 

The  Lord  has  blessed  us  with  choice  and  valiant  leadership. 
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A  THOUGHT  FOR  EACH  DAY 
IN  JULY 

by  President  David  O.  McKay 

Sat  1.     Choose  good  companions  and  find  among  them  those  with  whom 

you  would  like  to  go  through  life  and  eternity. 
Sun.  2.    The  dearest  possession  a  man  has  is  his  family. 
Mon.  3.  Kindness  is  one  of  the  choicest  of  gems  in  the  coronet  of  truth. 
Tues.  4.  Independence  Day.  Freedom  of  choice  is  more  to  be  treasured 

than  any  possession  earth  can  give. 
Wed.  5.  Religion  is  not  a  sombre  thing  but  a  thing  of  sunshine  and  joy. 
Thurs.  6.  Let  us  realize  that  the  privilege  to  work  is  a  gift,  that  power  to 

work  is  a  blessing,  that  love  of  work  is  success. 
Fri.   7.  Tell  a  young  boy  that  you  trust  him,  and  you  have  one  of  the 

greatest   means    of   guiding    him   uprightly   that   can   come   into  your 

hands. 
Sat.  8.  A  man  must  be  fit  to  live  as  well  as  to  think. 
Sun  9.  The  most  effective  way  to  teach  religion   in  the  home  is  not  by 

preaching,  but  by  living. 
Mon.  10.  Knowledge  of  the  truth  is  not  enough  unless  it  is  expressed  by 

action. 
Tues.   11.  Money  does  not  corrupt  man;  it  is  in  the  motive  of  acquiring 

that  money  that  corruption  occurs. 
Wed.  12.  Religion  teaches  us  the  true  ideals  and  objectives  of  existence. 
Thurs.    13.   A  man's  character  is  greater  than   intellectual  attainments   or 

social  privileges. 
Fri.  14.  A  chaste  life  is  the  source  of  virile  manhood,  the  crown  of  beauti- 
ful  womanhood,   the  contributing  source  of  harmony  and   happiness 

in  family  life,  and  the  source  of  strength  and  perpetuity  of  the  race. 
Sat.  15.  Reverence  for  God  and  sacred  things  is  the  chief  characteristic  of 

a  great  soul. 
Sun.  16.  Parents  have  the  duty  to  be  what  they  would  have  their  children 

become  in  regard  to  courtesy,  sincerity,  temperance,  and  courage  to 

do  the  right  at  all  times. 
Mon.  17.  Noble  thoughts  applied  in  life  are  worth  more  than  gold. 
Tues.  18.  Always  be  yourself  —  your  better  self  —  no  matter  under  what 

circumstances  or  in  what  company  you  may  find  yourself. 
Wed.  19.  Religion  is  that  which  teaches  us  to  live  and  to  live  completely. 
Thurs.  20.  There  is  a  fundamental  law  of  truth  —  if  we  would  be  happy, 

let  us  make  somebody  else  happy. 
Fri.  21.  The  handsomest  youth  or  the  most  beautiful  maiden  may  mar  his 

or  her  beauty  by  a  morose,  cross-tempered  disposition,  or  by  nursing 

dissatisfaction  in  the  soul. 
Sat.  22.  It  is  the  divine  in  man,  the  supreme  crowning  gift,  that  makes 

him  king  of  all  created  things. 
Sun.  23.  The  responsibility  is  upon  each  individual  to  choose  the  path  of 

righteousness,  of  faithfulness,  and  of  duty  to  fellow  men. 
Mon.   24.   Pioneer   Day.   The   pioneers   of   1847   and  of  subsequent  years: 

They   were    builders,    colonizers,    benefactors   to    our   nation   and   to 

humanity. 
Tues.  25.  What  you  think  about  in  your  own  secluded  moments  will  radiate 

from  you  when  you  stand  in  the  presence  of  others. 
Wed.  26.  Be  respectful  of  other  people's  beliefs  and  forms  of  worship  as 

you  expect  them  to  be  tolerant  with  you  and  your  teachings. 
Thurs.    27.    Spirituality   is   the   consciousness   of  victory   over  self  and   of 

communion  with  the  infinite. 
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Fri.  28.   Indulgence  does  not  strengthen  youth  or  manhood;  restraint  and 

self-control  do. 
Sat.  29.  He  who  seeks  for  happiness  alone  seldom  finds  it,  but  he  who  lives. 

that   is,   who  loses   himself  to   give  happiness  to  others,  finds  that  a 

double  portion  has  come  to  himself. 
Sun.  30.  A  testimony  of  the  gospel  is  dependent  upon  church  activity  and 

willingness  shown  to  do  God's  will. 
Mon.   31.  The  man  who  is  honest  with  the  Lord  is  honest  with  himself 

and  is  blessed  exceedingly. 


Prophet's  Letter  Tells  Liberty  Jail  Heartache 

A  reproduction  of  the  original  letter  written  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  to  accompany  the  121st  Section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
when  it  was  sent  to  his  wife,  Emma,  will  be  part  of  the  presentation  at  the 
Liberty,  Mo.,  Visitors  Center. 

The  letter  was  written  March  21,  1829,  near  the  end  of  the  six-months 
term  the  Prophet  served  in  the  Liberty  Jail. 

He  wrote  not  knowing  at  the  time  if  he'd  ever  be  free.  The  letter  tells 
the  heartache  of  the  persecuted  Prophet  who  had  been  separated  from  his 
beloved  Emma  and  their  children. 

The  121st  Section,  well-known  as  the  Prayer  and  Prophecies  Section, 
will  be  emblazoned  on  polished  granite  pylons  in  the  centre. 

The  original  of  the  letter  is  owned  by  the  Church.  The  scultpure  of 
Emma  Smith  was  done  by  Elaine  Brockbank  Evans  who  resides  in  Berkley. 
California. 

Both  sides  of  the  letter  were  used  by  the  Prophet  and  signed  on  both 
sides.  The  letter  with  the  front  side  first,  reads: 

Liberty  Jail 

Clay   County.    Missouri 

1829    March    21 

Affectionate  Wife: 

I  have  sent  an  Epistle  to  the  Church  directed  to  you  because  I  wanted 
you  to  have  the  first  reading  of  it,  and  then  I  want  Father  and  Mother  to 
have  a  copy  of  it.  Keep  the  original  yourself  as  I  dictated  the  matter  my- 
self and  shall  send  another  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  want  to  be  with  you  very  much,  but  the  powers  of  mobbery  are 
too  much  for  me  at  present.  I  would  ask  if  Judge  Cleaveland  will  be  kind 
enough  to  let  you  and  the  children  tarry  there  until  I  can  learn  something 
further  concerning  my  fate. 

My  dear  Emma,  I  very  well  know  your  tales  and  sympathize  with 
you.  If  God  will  spare  my  life  once  more  to  have  the  privilege  of  taking 
care  of  you,  I  will  ease  your  care  and  endeavor  to  comfort  your  heart. 
I  want  you  to  take  the  best  care  of  the  family  you  can,  which  I  believe 
you  will  do  all  you  can.  I  was  sorry  to  learn  that  Frederich  was  sick,  but 
I  trust  he's  well  again  and  that  you  are  all  well. 

I  want  you  to  try  to  gain  time  and  write  to  me  a  long  letter  and  tell 
me  all  you  can  and  even  if  old  major  is  alive  yet  and  what  those  little 
prattlers  say  that  cling  around  your  neck.  Do  you  tell  them  I  am  in  prison 
and  that  their  lives  might  be  saved? 

I  want  all  the  Church  to  make  out  a  bill  of  damages  and  apply  to 
the  United  States  Court  as  soon  as  possible.  However,  they  will  find  out 
what  can  be  done  themselves.  You  emphasize  my  feelings  concerning  the 
order,  and  I  believe  that  there  is  a  way  to  get  redress  for  such  things  but 
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(Jod  ruleth  all  things  after  the  council  of  his  own  will.  My  trust  is  in  him, 
the  salvation  of  my  soul  is  of  the  most  importance  to  me.  Forasmuch  as 
I  know  for  a  certainty  of  eternal  things,  if  the  heavens  linger,  it  is  nothing 
to  me.  I  must  steer  my  bark  safe  which  I  intend  to  do.  I  want  you  to  do 
the  same  Emma  Smith. 

Yours  forever, 

Joseph  Smith.  Jr. 

I  want  you  to  have  the  Epistle  copied  immediately  and  let  it  go  to  the 
brethren.  First  into  the  hand  of  Father  for  I  want  the  production  for  my 
second. 

If  you  lack  for  money  as  for  bread,  do  let  me  know  it  as  soon  as 
possible. 

My  nerves  tremble  from  long  confinement,  but  if  you  feel  as  I  do, 
you  don't  care  for  the  imperfections  of  my  writing.  For  me  a  word  of 
consolation  from  any  source  is  cordially  received  by  me.  I  feel  like  Joseph 
in  Egypt.  Doth  my  friends  yet  live?  If  they  live,  do  they  remember  me? 
Do  they  have  regard  for  me?  If  so,  let  me  know  it  in  time  of  trouble. 

My  dear  Emma,  do  you  think  that  my  being  cast  into  prison,  by  the 
mob  renders  me  less  worthy  of  your  friendship?  No,  I  do  not  think  so, 
but  when  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  visited  me,  inasmuch  as  you  have  done 
it  to  the  least  of  these,  you  have  done  it  to  me.  These  shall  enter  into 
life  eternal  but  no  more. 

Your  husband, 

J.  Smith.  Jr. 


UNPRETENTIOUS 

Are  you  truly  human,  and  humble,  too? 
Are  you  unpretentious  in  all  you  do? 
Do  you  softly  speak  in  a  sincere  way, 
Using  simple  words  in  what  ever  you  say? 

Is  your  spirit  gentle,  your  manner  kind? 
Are  you  courteous  always,  and  do  you  find 
You  make  friends  easily?  Are  you  true 
To  your  better  self  .  .  .  the  real  you? 

Then  if  you  are,,  you're  great  indeed! 
For  the  higher  you  go  and  the  more  you  lead, 
The  humbler  you  are  and  the  less  you  boast, 
For  he  shouts  the  least  who  knows  the  most. 
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TESTIMONY,  WHAT  IS  IT? 

by  Tex  Smith 

"A  testimony  of  the  Gospel  is  the  sure  knowledge  received  by  Reve- 
lation from  the  Holy  Ghost  of  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the 
gospel,  and  this  great  Latter-day  work." 

In  former  dispensations  a  testimony  was  the  revealed  knowledge  of 
the  divinity  of  the  work  of  that  day.  A  testimony  in  this  day  automatically 
includes  the  assurance  of  the  truth  of  the  same  Gospel  in  all  former  ages, 
when  it  has  been  on  earth. 

If  the  sole  source  of  one's  knowledge  or  assurance  of  the  truth  of  the 
Lord's  work  comes  from  Reason,  or  Logic,  or  persuasive  argument  that 
cannot  be  controverted,  it  is  "not"  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel.  In  its  nature 
a  testimony  is  limited  to  knowledge  that  comes  by  revelation,  —  "For  the 
testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of  Prophecy."  (Rev.  19:10).  Anyone  gaining 
that  knowledge  from  the  Holy  Ghost  could,  if  the  Lord  willed,  receive 
knowledge  of  future  events  and  prophecy  of  them. 

Three  great  truths  must  be  included  in  every  valid  testimony: 

(1)  "That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Redeemer,  and 
Savior  of  the  world."  (D&C:46:13.) 

(2)  "That  Joseph  Smith  was  and  is  the  prophet  of  God,  through  whom 
the  Gospel  was  restored  in  this  dispensation. 

(3)  That  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  the  only 
true  and  living  church  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth."  (D.  &  C.  1:30). 

Embraced  within  these  great  revealed  assurances,  are  a  host  of  others, 
such  as,  The  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  word  of  God,  and  it  is  true  in  all 
its  declarations,  that  Holy  messengers  restored  keys  and  priesthood  to 
men  in  this  day,  and  that  the  present  leadership  of  the  Church  has  the 
right  and  power  to  direct  the  Lord's  work  on  earth. 

To  bear  one's  testimony  is  to  make  a  solemn  declaration,  affirmation, 
or  attestation  that  personal  revelation,  has  been  received,  certifying  to  the 
truth  of  those  realities  which  comprise  a  testimony. 

The  prophets  of  all  ages  have  borne  testimonies,  such  as  Jesus  Christ, 
(John  4:25-26,  10:25-26),  Job.  (Job.  19:25),  Peter  (Matthew  16:13-20),  and 
Joseph  Smith  and  Sidney  Rigdon,  (D.  &  C.  76:22,  24). 

After  citing  the  witnesses  of  other  prophets  to  establish  the  truth  of 
his  teachings,  Alma  then  bore  this  testimony:  "And  this  is  not  all,  do  ye 
not  suppose  that  I  know  of  these  things  myself?  Behold  I  testify  unto 
you  that  I  do  know  that  these  things  whereof  I  have  spoken  are  true,  and 
how  do  ye  suppose  I  know  of  their  surety?  Behold  I  say  unto  you  they 
are  made  known  unto  me  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  behold  I  have  fasted 
many  days  that  I  might  know  those  things  of  myself."  (Alma  5:45-46.) 

Any  accountable  person  can  gain  a  testimony  of  the  Gospel  by  obe- 
dience to  that  law  upon  which  the  receipt  of  such  knowledge  is  predicated. 
This  is  the  Formula: 

(1)  He  must  desire  to  know  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  of  the  Church,  or  of  whatever  is  involved. 

(2)  He  must  study  and  learn  the  basic  facts  relative  to  the  matter  in- 
volved. "Search  the  Scriptures."  (John  5:39),  "Search  these  command 
ments, 

(3)  He  must  practise  the  principles  and  truths  learned,  comforting  his 
life  to  them.  "My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me,  if  any  man, 
will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God  or 
whether  I  speak  of  myself."  (John  7.16). 
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(4)  He  must  pray  to  the  father  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  faith 
and  the  truth  will  then  be  made  manifest  by  revelation  —  "By  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  ye  may  know  the  truth  of  all  things."  (Moroni  10:4-5). 

With  the  testimony  comes  the  obligation  to  bear  witness  to  the  world 
of  the  divinity  of  the  Lord's  work.  This  is  part  of  the  covenant  made  at 
baptism,  "to  stand  as  witnesses  of  God  at  all  times  and  in  all  things,  and 
all  places  that  ye  may  be  in,  even  unto  death  ..."  (Mosiah  18:9).  "It 
becometh  every  man  who  hath  been  warned,  to  warn  his  neighbor." 
(D.  &  C.  88:81). 

In  the  Justice  of  God  our  Father,  every  person  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  gain  a  testimony  of  the  truth,  either  in  this  life  or  in  the  spirit 
world  before  the  day  of  the  resurrection.  Those  who  have  the  opportunity 
in  this  life,  and  do  not  take  it,  may  receive  a  second  opportunity  in  the 
spirit  world,  but  they  will  not  have  a  second  chance  to  gain  salvation  by 
their  belated  acceptance  of  the  truth.  Rather,  they  will  go  to  a  terrestial 
kingdom,  because,  "They  received  not  the  testimony  of  Jesus  in  the  Flesh, 
but  afterward  received  it."  (D.  &  C.  76:73-74). 

Men  are  not  saved  by  virtue  of  a  testimony  alone,  but  a  testimony  is 
the  beginning  of  real  spiritual  progress.  With  it  comes  a  greater  obligation 
to  serve  God,  keep  his  commandments,  and  walk  with  light  that  has  been 
received.  It  is  only  those  who  are  valiant  in  testimony  who  work  out  their 
salvation.  Those  who  are  not  valiant  in  testimony  of  Jesus  are  assigned  an 
inheritance  not  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  but  in  the  terrestial  kingdom. 

May  our  Father  grant  his  peace  and  firm  abiding  testimony  of  the 
Lord  our  Saviour  and  his  gospel  always,  and  may  every  true  Latter-day 
Saint  be  blessed  with  a  testimony  and  assurance  of  the  Lord's  work  in 
this  day. 

Within  a  short  time  he  was  a  bishop  and  then  Bonneville  (Salt  Lake) 
Stake  President;  in  his  vocation  he  was  assistant  county,  district,  and  city 
attorney  and  state  legislator.  A  former  public  official  said  of  him:  "Politi- 
cal party  workers  soon  admired  his  intense  loyalty  to  conscience.  He  never 
compromised  his  ideals  for  expediency." 

Men  were  seeing  in  him  what  the  Lord  already  knew.  In  1941  he  was 
called  to  be  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  and  in  1951  to  the 
apostleship,  where  "his  unusual  insight  has  stamped  him  as  a  wise  coun- 
sellor," particularly  in  his  guidance  for  many  years  of  the  welfare  plan. 

One  of  Elder  Romney's  assignments  has  been  to  administrate  the 
Mexican,  Central  American,  and  Spanish-speaking  missions  in  the  United 
States.  His  love  for  the  Spanish-speaking  people  he  knew  and  loved  so 
well  in  his  youth  now  makes  of  him  a  "wise  counsellor"  in  their  behalf. 


SOUTH   AFRICAN    MISSION   RECEIVES   NEW   LEADERS 

(Continued   from  page   173) 

The  promise  Elder  Packer  made  when  a  young  cadet  to  dedicate  him- 
self to  the  Lord  has  been  met  by  his  significant  contribution  to  the  edu- 
cation of  youth  in  the  Church. 

EDITORS  NOTE:  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney  and  Elder  Boyd  K. 
Packer  have  just  recently  been  assigned  to  our  mission  as  our  supervisors. 
They  will  be  replacing  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  and  Elder  James  A.  Cul- 
limore  who  previously  headed  our  mission.  We  have  received  a  letter  from 
Elder  Romney  stating  that  he  is  planning  to  visit  the  saints  and  mission- 
aries in  South  Africa  about  the  25th  of  August. 

The  preceding  articles  were  taken  from  the  Improvement  Era  1966 
and  1967. 
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RAMAH  II 

MIA    Have    Debate 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 

MIA  have  been  very  busy  this  month.  They  made  history  in  our 
branch  (we  think)  by  holding  a  debate.  The  subject  was  3-sided  but  as 
one  side  did  not  turn  up  we  discussed  two  sides  of  the  question  "Should 
the  body  be  buried,  cremated,  or  embalmed."  The  two  sides  discussed  were 
buried  or  embalmed,  and  the  embalmed  team  won  by  3  votes.  After  a  good 
debate  and  plenty  of  fun  soup  was  served  and  the  debate  was  continued  in 
the  kitchen. 

The  young  people  went  for  a  braai  and  hike  to  Haartebeestpoort  Dam 
and  had  a  lovely  day  on  Republic  Day.  Everyone  voted  it  a  first  class 
outing,  and  many  thanks  are  due  to  Sister  Kitty  Veale  for  perfect  organi- 
sation; she  certainly  put  a  lot  of  work  into  it  and  we  hope  she  was  weil 
rewarded.  We  all  appreciate  her  hard  work. 

Brother  Jan  Swart  is  now  Superintendent  of  the  YMMIA. 

The  Primary  Hour  was  as  usual  a  very  lovely  and  inspiring  event 
this  month.  The  theme  this  time  was  "Reverence  in  the  House  of  the 
Lord."  and  it  is  obvious  that  these  children  are  well  drilled  in  reverence. 
Their  behaviour  through  the  service  was  impeccable,  and  many  adults 
can  take  a  leaf  out  of  their  book! 

Of  course  our  biggest  event  at  Ramah  was  District  Conference  on  the 
15th  and  16th.  As  usual  this  was  a  most  uplifting  event.  When  the  District 
gets  together  we  all  feel  warmed  and  blessed.  Such  a  feast  of  good  talks, 
so  many  lessons  to  learn  and  so  much  to  take  into  our  lives  from  the 
good  advice  we  receive.  All  the  meetings  were  well  attended,  and  the  music 
from  the  "Singing  Sisters"  at  the  morning  service,  and  the  "Primary 
Children"  in  the  afternoon  gave  just  that  extra  enjoyment.  We  thank  the 
District  President  and  his  helpers  for  all  the  hard  work  and  organisation 
that  goes  into  a  Conference  of  this  kind. 

Relief  Society  is  in  recess  for  June  and  July  but  still  the  sisters 
managed  to  have  a  most  interesting  and  useful  evening  learning  to  bake 
bread.  Many  homes  should  now  be  enjoying  this  most  delicious  of  vic- 
tuals. On  the  9th  of  next  month  there  will  be  a  demonstration  of  string 
and  bead  bag  making,  so  although  in  recess  Relief  is  still  very  active. 
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PRETORIA 

Has    Cooking    Demonstration 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 

The  Relief  Society  arranged  a  very  interesting  demonstration  on  the 
preparation  and  cooking  of  tasty  fish  dishes  for  their  work  meeting  on 
June  6.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  with  several  brethren  present  as 
well.  All  present  enjoyed  the  lovely  dishes  prepared.  In  several  homes  the 
sisters  have  since  been  complimented  on  the  improvement  in  the  meals. 

Our  last  "Open  House"  was  a  great  success  and  the  public  of  Pretoria 
are  gradually  getting  to  know  more  about  our  Church  and  its  activities. 

The  Pretoria  Branch  extends  their  best  wishes  to  John  Spear  and 
Berinda  Fourie  on  the  occasion  of  their  marriage.  We  are  very  happy  to 
welcome  Berinda  to  our  branch. 

The  M  Men  and  Gleaner  classes  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening  in 
Johannesburg  when  they  attended  the  Ice  Hockey  between  Austria  and 
Canada  on  June  8.  A  "Kitchen  Carnival"  was  held  by  the  MIA  Mia-maids. 
Laurels,  and  Explorers  on  June  11.  Under  the  direction  of  Sister  Francs  s 
Collins,  they  prepared  and  served  a  tasty  Chinese  dish.  They  were  compli- 
mented on  their  cooking  by  the  District  MIA  representatives  present. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  return,  of  Brother  and  Sister  Swartz- 
berg  who  are  still  overseas  and  by  all  accounts  are  having  a  wonderful 
time. 


SPRINGS 

Leaders    Change 

Reported  by  Valerie  Keuning 

We  would  like  to  congratulate  Brother  Victor  Jubber  who  has  received 
the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  and  been  ordained  an  Elder.  This  is  wonder- 
ful news  as  Brother  Victor  has  only  been  a  member  for  a  few  months. 

Our  leaders  have  been  changed  and  we  want  to  mention  here  our 
thanks  to  Brother  Raymond  Phillips  and  Brother  Trevor  M'Crystal  who 
were  1st  and  2nd  Counsellors  in  the  Branch  Presidency.  They  served  well 
in  their  callings  and  we  are  sorry  to  see  them  released  and  wish  them  well 
in  their  new  callings  in  the  priesthood.  On  the  other  hand  we  welcome  the 
new  counsellors  to  our  Branch  President,  and  feel  sure  they  will  keep  up 
the  good  work.  Our  Branch  Presidency  is  now  as  follows.  Branch  Presi- 
dent Douglas  Hulbert;  1st  Counsellor,  Bert  Phillips;  2nd  Counsellor,  Victor 
Jubber;  Branch  Clerk,  Marten  Keuning;  and  Assistant  Branch  Clerk,  Hugh 
Campbell. 

The  Sunday  School  faculty  held  a  musical  evening  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Victor  Jubber.  Although  few  in  number,  those  present 
had  a  very  enjoyable  time  with  plenty  of  good  music  and  good  food  to 
eat. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  held  another  cake  sale  and  thanks  to  those 
who  baked  cakes  for  this  event  a  fair  amount  was  raised  to  swell  Relief 
Society  funds. 

A  lovely  District  Conference  took  place  this  month  and  the  Springs 
members  who  attended  were  uplifted  with  the  inspiring  messages  imparted 
by  the  speakers.  Our  thanks  go  to  our  District  Presidency  for  the  lovely 
meetings. 
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VEREENIGING 

Organize    Monthly    Film 

Reported  by  Lynette  I.  Roberts 

We  wish  to  welcome  into  our  branch  Brother  and  Sister  Brown  and 
family  from  England  and  hope  they  will  be  very  happy  here.  Congratu- 
lations to  Brother  Barry  De  Wet  on  being  ordained  a  Deacon  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  and  to  Sister  Lynette  Roberts  on  receiving  her  5- Year 
Service  Pin  in  Primary  which  was  presented  to  her  at  the  District  Con 
ference. 

The  Sunday  School  have  organized  a  monthly  film  show  for  the 
Christmas  Tree  Fund.  The  first  show  held,  on  June  8,  proved  to  be  a  most 
enjoyable  evening.  Our  next  show  on  the  20th  will  be  "The  Longest  Day". 
We  wish  them  every  success  in  this  venture. 

We  are  sad  to  hear  that  Brother  Sheasby  has  been  released  from  the 
Scouts  due  to  his  work  and  welcome  Brother  McLlachlan  as  his  successor. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  the  return  of  Brother  Stephen  Brummer  who 
has  been  in  the  commandos  for  two  months.  He  certainly  has  filled  out 
with  army  training  and  food. 

KLERKSDORP 

Enjoys    Open    House 

Reported  by  Doris  B.  Fripp 

Despite  the  wintry  weather  and  resulting  coughs  and  colds,  atten- 
dance at  our  meetings  has  been  good  this  month. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  members  made  the  100  mile  trip  to  Johannes- 
burg for  District  Conference  and  felt  well  rewarded  for  their  effort.  The 
high  spiritual  tone  of  the  Conference  was  greatly  appreciated  giving  us  all 
a  refreshing  spiritual  uplift. 

The  Branch  is  delighted  to  extend  their  congratulations  to  Brother 
Allan  Young  and  Brother  Don  van  Vliet  on  their  advancement  in  the 
priesthood  to  the  calling  of  Elders.  Both  these  Brothers,  and  their  wives, 
Sister  Maureen  Young  and  Sister  Joan  van  Vliet,  are  wonderful  assets  to 
this  branch. 

Our  Open  House,  on  June  21,  was  a  great  success;  we  had  three 
investigators  out  and  they  really  enjoyed  the  evening.  The  programme 
included  talks  and  a  cookery  demonstration  by  Relief  Society  sisters  with 
refreshments  in  the  form  of  hot  soup  and  sandwiches  beside  the  two  films. 
We  pray  that  the  seeds  planted  in  the  hearts  of  the  investigators  will  bear 
fruit. 

Klerksdorp  members  extend  their  best  wishes  to  all  the  saints  through- 
out the  mission. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 


Displays    Booth    At    Show 

Reported  by  Connie  de  Bruin 
There  can  be  no  excuse  for  anyone  in  Pietermaritzburg  to  say  that 
they've  never  heard  of  the  "Mormons."  Once  again  the  Mormons  were 
on  show,  at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Show.  A  great  attraction  was  the 
beautiful  film,  "Man's  Search  for  Happiness".  Many  compliments  were 
paid  to  the  missionaries  about  this  film.  Another  eye  catcher  was  the  busts 
of  the  three  witnesses  and  Emma  Smith.  These  were  so  life-like  that  many 
people  commented  on  them.  The  missionaries  sold  several  Books  of  Mor- 
mon and  have  several  families  who  expressed  the  wish  to  hear  more. 
Sleepy  hollow  may  at  last  be  waking  up  to  the  glorious  message  the  mis- 
sionaries have  given  them. 
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A  very  big  thank-you  to  the  Durban  and  P.M.B.  missionaries,  and 
the  Assistants  to  the  President  for  all  their  hard  work.  The  booth  looked 
lovely.  Elders  Cates  and  Hunter  were  down  for  the  duration  of  the  show 
and  had  quite  a  time  when  the  projector  broke  and  had  to  make  a  trip 
to  Durban  to  have  it  fixed.  A  few  days  later  it  had  had  enough  and  one 
was  hired  for  the  rest  of  the  show. 

Maritzburg  have  enjoyed  visits  from  members  of  the  District  and 
Quorum  Presidency  during  May.  It  is  always  lovely  to  have  these  wonder- 
ful people  join  us  in  our  services. 

DURBAN 

Has    Successful    MIA    Dance 

Reported  by  Eleanor  Wiblin 

With  temperatures  dropping  to  some  unearthly  degree  all  over  the 
country,  we  in  Durban  are  also  shivering  in  our  boots. 

A  Fireside  with  the  travelling  Elders  was  held  on  May  3.  Two  films 
were  shown,  and  enjoyed  by  both  investigators  and  members  alike,  after 
which  refreshments  were  served. 

Our  MIA  dances  of  the  month  are  really  starting  to  swing.  The  theme 
this  month  was  "Beep  Bop"  or  "Transportation  Frolic".  Brother  Percy 
Winstanley  was  the  Master  of  Ceremonies,  as  he  was  last  month,  and  kept 
us  on  our  toes  all  night.  This  month  Sheila  Osman  and  her  Laurel 
class  arranged  the  dance  which  everybody  agreed  went  off  very  success- 
fully. 

On  the  23rd,  an  all-day  basketball  tournament  was  held  at  the  open 
air  courts.  Although  our  team  the  M  Men  have  not  won  many  league 
games,  they  excelled  themselves  and  won  the  tournament  with  the  Tech 
A  team.  Our  team  is  really  to  be  commended  for  their  team  spirit  and 
sportsmanship. 

During  the  month  we  had  a  change  in  the  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendency.  Brother  Victor  Rawlings  was  released  after  doing  an  excellent 
job  and  Brother  Victor  Henning  was  sustained  as  the  new  Sunday  School 
Superintendent.  Brother  Graham  Wilson  and  Brother  Chappy  Winstanley 
were  called  as  his  assistants. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

Has    Musical    Evening 

Reported  by  Lida  van  der  Leek 

The    MIA   had    a   very   busy   month.    A   very   successful    "Beep  Bop" 
was  held  in  the  chapel  hall,  the  participants  receiving  licences  for  dancing. 
The  floor  show  was  a  demonstration  of  modern  dance.  It  was  a  very  en 
joyable  evening  with  lots  of  fun  and  eats. 

A  nature  hike  was  undertaken  on  a  Saturday  afternoon.  There  were 
many  members  who  came  out  to  enjoy  the  good  fresh  air  of  the  country. 
A  "braaivleis"  and  a  film  show  was  held  in  the  evening. 

The  priesthood  held  a  meeting  during  the  end  of  the  month.  They 
also  enjoyed  an  evening  braaivleis.  Unfortunately  the  weather  was  bitterly 
cold  that  week-end  but  it  did  not  damper  the  spirit  cf  the  meeting. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  cake  stall  during  the  month.  The  money 
received  was  quite  good  considering  the  number  of  cakes  sold. 

The  Branch  held  a  musical  evening  with  many  participating.  A  young 
brother  played  a  few  tunes  on  a  "melodica"  a  new  instrument  which  was 
very  interesting  to  listen  to.  The  Branch  choir  rendered  a  few  numbers,  as 
well  as  the  MIA  singers. 

The  Branch  would  like  to  convey  their  best  wishes  to  Chris  Robb. 
formerly  from  Bloemfontein,  and  his  bride,  on  their  wedding  which  took 
place  in  Durban  on  June  1 . 
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EAST  LONDON 

Enjoy    Buffet    Supper 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

To  continue  where  we  left  off  last  month,  in  a  table  tennis  vein, 
congratulations  go  to  Brothers  van  Vuuren  and  Raubenheimer  who  won 
the  Border  Men's  Doubles  Title  and  to  Brother  and  Sister  Raubenheimer 
who  won  the  mixed  Doubles  Title.  Brother  Raubenheimer  also  featured 
in  the  singles  final  but  lost  and  became  runner-up.  Our  congratulations  to 
him  on  being  awarded  border  colours. 

On  Wednesday,  May  30,  Relief  Society  sisters  held  a  most  successful 
dinner  just  before  they  went  into  recess  for  the  months  of  June  and  July. 
This  took  the  form  of  a  chicken  buffet  dinner  with  delicious  salads  and 
scrumptious  desserts,  (definitely  not  for  the  diet  conscious  ones!)  There 
were  various  songs  and  acts  put  on  by  the  sisters.  There  was  some  good 
humorous  laughter  while  Sister  Trollip  was  very  seriously  singing.  Sister 
Puffett,  the  accompanist  suddenly  said,  "Where's  the  rest  of  the  Music?" 
The  singing  stopped  while  sisters  knelt  on  the  floor  picking  up  the  sheet 
music,  and  by  then,  of  course,  sister  Trollip  was  in  laughter  too,  and 
continued  her  song  in  the  lighthearted  way  that  only  she  can. 

Welcome  to  little  Mark  James,  born  to  Brother  and  Sister  Clem 
Human,  on  May  24,  just  two  hours  after  his  sister's  birthday. 

On  Saturday,  June  15,  members  of  the  adult  Sunday  School  class 
enjoyed  a  Swedish  Buffet  Supper  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Arthur 
Miiller.  All  that  can  be  said  is  that  the  food  was  out  of  this  world,  all 
of  it  being  prepared  by  Sister  Miiller  and  her  daughters.  Some  of  the 
brethren  showed  their  worth  afterwards  in  helping  with  the  washing  up 
and  what  a  pile  of  dishes  there  were  too!  But  I  think  all  those  helpers 
would  gladly  have  done  so  again  for  a  repeat  dinner.  Our  thanks  to  brother 
and  sister  Miiller  for  their  hospitality. 

SALISBURY  0 

Starts    Primary    Scrapbook 

Reported  by  Jean  Bean 

On  Saturday,  May  25,  the  Salisbury  Chapel  was  tastefully  decorated 
by  Sister  Julia  Shaw  for  the  wedding  of  Sister  Christine  Gordon  Carroll 
and  Stephen  Barry.  The  reception  was  held  at  the  lovely  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  where  delicious  snacks  were  served  and  toasts  proposed, 
after  which  the  happy  couple  left  by  car  to  spend  their  honeymoon  in  the 
Eastern  Districts  of  Rhodesia. 

Saturday  evening,  May  25,  the  MIA  organized  a  "Pioneer  Night"  to 
which  members  and  friends  were  invited  to  come  dressed  in  costume. 
There  were  68  people  present,  48  of  whom  were  members,  6  missionaries, 
and  14  friends. 

The  hall  had  been  decorated  with  bales  of  hay  and  saddles,  and  was 
made  to  look  like  a  barn.  During  the  evening  everyone  joined  in  the  square 
dancing.  The  light  refreshments  served  were  greatly  enjoyed. 

On  Friday  evening,  June  7,  the  MIA  Laurels  held  a  "Rose  Petal" 
evening  —  a  special  programme  to  honour  their  mothers.  The  introduc- 
tion and  welcome  was  given  by  Irene  Benbow  followed  with  a  talk  by  Sister 
Norma  Thwaits  on  the  Laurels  programme  and  the  wonderful  way  in  which 
it  prepared  the  young  girls  to  meet  the  challenges  of  life.  Sister  Beverley 
Frost  then  played  a  musical  number  and  Sister  Diane  Bell  followed  with 
a  recital  of  the  "Laurel  Treasures".  The  guest  speaker  was  Sister  Yvonne 
Crankshaw  who  spoke  on  the  importance  and  blessings  of  chastity,  temple 
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marriage,  and  the  bringing  up  of  a  family.  The  evening  ended  with  appe- 
tising refreshments  being  served. 

Primary  has  also  been  very  active,  and  on  June  15,  they  had  a  100% 
day,  on  which  they  strove  to  get  all  the  25  enrolled  Primary  children  to 
attend.  They  fell  short  of  their  goal  by  one  person! 

On  Sunday,  June  16,  Sister  Fourie,  the  Mission  Primary  President 
presented  Sister  June  Frost  with  a  Children's  Friend  Certificate  for  100% 
subscription  in  the  Salisbury  Branch,  and  a  Children's  Friend  District 
Certificate  for  100%  subscription  to  Sister  Pauline  Wainwright,  the  Primary 
President  in  Salisbury. 

During  Sacrament  service  on  Sunday,  June  16,  Primary  awards  were 
presented  to  Janine  Thwaits  and  Linda  Stevens  for  attendance  and  learn- 
ing scriptures.  Individual  Awards  were  presented  to  Sisters  Diane  Bell. 
Beverley  Frost,  and  Norma  Laing. 

Salisbury  Branch  Primary  have  also  started  a  Primary  "Scrapbook" 
which  will  depict  all  the  functions  and  points  of  interest  pertaining  to  all 
Primary  members  of  the  Salisbury  Branch.  During  the  week-end  Sister 
Norma  Thwaits  took  the  opportunity  of  taking  photos  of  Sister  Fourie 
with  all  the  Primary  children. 

Fast  Sunday,  June  2,  was  a  happy  occasion  on  which  Sandra  Jane 
Neale  was  blessed  by  her  father. 

On  Monday  evening,  June  17,  "Open  House"  was  held  at  the  Chapel. 
There  were  1 1  friends  present  who  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  tour  and  in- 
spection of  the  Chapel  and  listening  to  the  various  functions  of  the  auxilia- 
ries being  explained.  They  also  greatly  enjoyed,  and  were  much  impressed 
by  the  two  films,  "The  Morning  Breaks"  and  "Man's  Search  for  Happi- 
ness". 


BULAWAYO 

Holds    Mid-Year    Fete 

Reported  by  Dawn  Owen 

The  highlight  this  month  was  definitely  our  mid-year  fete,  which 
brought  in  £200  (R400).  Weeks  of  hard  work  and  preparation  paid  off. 
The  one  aim  here  is  to  get  our  Chapel  paid  and  dedicated,  so  from  Presi- 
dent Watts,  who  made  all  the  signs  and  adverts,  the  hard  working  Relief 
Society  sisters,  the  Priesthood,  and  the  MIA,  all  did  their  utmost.  The 
spirit  within  the  Branch  was  something  to  behold.  Frozen  from  the  unusual 
cold  we  set  to  work,  ready  to  feed  an  army,  and  soon  the  pleasant  aroma 
of  hot  pies,  soup,  chile  con  carne.  hot  dogs,  curry  and  rice,  stew,  ham- 
burgers, and  chips,  drew  the  crowds,  and  we  were  on  our  way.  What  a 
happy  hard  working  day  was  spent  together  by  the  saints,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  day,  battered  and  scarred,  everyone  was  very  tired  but  extremely 
happy  with  one  thought  in  mind.  "We  must  do  this  more  often."  For  this 
rewarding  effort  we  must  thank  Sister  Molly  Curling;  it  was  her  brain 
child  and  she  worked  like  a  trojan  always  smiling,  always  willing.  Thank 
you  Sister  Molly,  you  must  be  a  very  happy  person  indeed. 

Another  highlight  was  the  gift  to  the  Branch  of  a  16  m.m.  projector, 
something  we  were  desperately  in  need  of.  The  good  Samaritan,  was  our 
beloved  President  Watts,  and  we  are  eternally  grateful  to  him  as  we  will 
now  be  able  to  see  all  our  beautiful  Mormon  films.  Thank  you  and  God 
bless  President  Watts. 

Our  very  best  wishes  went  out  to  Brother  Robin  Austin  who  attained 
the  ripe  old  age  of  21.  A  beautiful  brass  key  was  presented  to  him  by  his 
father  at  a  party  hosted  by  his  parents  to  celebrate  this  happy  occasion. 
Many  relatives  and  friends  were  present  and  it  was  a  party  long  to  be 
remembered  by  all. 
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Thirty-two  members  and  friends,  braved  the  icy  winds,  blowing 
straight  up  from  a  snowy  South  Africa,  and  went  on  a  picnic  to  the 
Matopos  Dam.  This  was  an  effort  by  MIA.  To  keep  warm  they  partici- 
pated in  a  scavenger  hunt,  played  baseball,  American  football,  and  en- 
joyed pots  of  lovely  hot  soup  made  by  Sisters  Denise  Milne,  and  Felicity 
Austin,  and  also  a  tasty  braai  by  Sisters  Angela  and  Margaret  Patterson. 

A  big  welcome  back  to  Sister  Beverley  Panaino  and  family.  We  need 
you  more  than  Johannesburg  Beverley  and  what  a  treat  to  have  young 
Tammy  again.  She'll  help  to  swell  Primary,  an  Auxilliary  which  is  going 
ahead  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

Bulawayo  missionary  serving  in  Holland  made  headlines  in  our  local 
paper  today.  A  photograph  and  lengthy  article  was  published  of  Sister 
Judith  Jubber  and  her  companion  presenting  the  "Book  of  Mormon",  and 
a  "Meet  the  Mormons"  to  the  Mayor  of  Arnheim.  Sister  Judith  has 
numerous  baptisms  to  her  credit  and  is  extremely  happy  in  her  calling. 


FROM  OUR  FILES 


BLESSINGS 


DURBAN 
DE    KLERK,    Anton   Elijah    blessed    June    2. 

1968. 

MOWBRAY 
DALLENDER,   Lynne   blessed   May   5,    1968. 
GRAY,   Fiona  Elizabth   McGill  blessed   April 

7,    1968. 
HARFORD,    Caronne    Joy    blessed    May     5. 

1968. 
MACFARLANE,      Liesl      blessed      April      7. 

1968. 

PORT   ELIZABETH 
WILLIAMS,      Cleonie      Joe-Ann      Assheton 

blessed  May  5,  1968. 
WILLIAMS,     Glennifer     Lee-Ann     Assheton 

blessed  May  5,  1968. 


RAM  AH  I 
DONLY.    Shelley    blessed    May    5.    1968. 
SALISBURY 

NEALE,     Sandray     Jane     blessed     June     2. 
1968. 

SPRINGS 

GULLETT,    Aubrey  Albert  blessed   March   3. 

1968. 
JUBBER,    Merrill    Olivier   blessed    May. 
LEDWARD,    Evette    Adler    blessed    May    5. 

1968. 


BAPTISMS 


DURBAN 
OSMAN,     Audrey     Holly     baptised     June     9, 

1968. 
YOUNG,    Ethel    Francais    baptised    June    9. 

1968. 

MOWBRAY 
BIBB,     Stephen     Edwin     baptised     April     6. 

1968. 
HARRISON,       William       Andries       baptised 

April   7,    1968. 
ROODE,   Christiaan   Daniel   baptised   May   4, 

1968. 

PORT  ELIZABETH 
WILLIAMS,    Cilma    Daphne    baptised    June 

2.    1968. 


RAMAH  I 
JOHNSON,   Florence  Mary  Theresa  baptised 

April   8.    1968. 
SPEAR,    Barinda   (Fourie)   baptised    February 

29,    1968. 
YORK,    Susarah    Johanna    Ferreira    baptised 

December  5,   1954. 

SPRINGS 

ADLARD,    Mark    Antony    baptised    May    7. 

1968. 
FRITZ,    Gertruida    Magdalena    baptised    May 

12,    1968. 
HANSEN,    Manfred    baptised    May    4.     1968. 
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ORDINATIONS 


CARLETONVILLE 
SHAW,     Douglas     ordained     an     Elder     on 

June    16,    1968. 

DURBAN 
DUNCAN,      Lou-Fran      Peter      ordained      a 

Priest  on  June  1.  1968. 
KIESWETTER,     Arthur     Edmond     ordained 

a    Deacon   on    February    29,    1968. 
MCLELLAN,    Gary    H.    ordained    a    Deacon 

on    February    15,    1968. 
SPEAR,    David    S.    ordained    a    Deacon    on 

February   15,   1968. 

KLERKSDORP 
VAN     VLIET,     Dieu     Donne     Dirk     Pieter 

ordained    an    Elder    on    June    16,    1968. 
YOUNG,   Allan  Peter  ordained   an   Elder   on 

June   16,    1968. 

KRUGERSDORP 
GUEFFROY.    Roland    Frederick    ordained    a 

Deacon  on  May  26,  1968. 


MOWBRAY 

BRUWER,    Gerhardus    Jacobus    ordained    a 

Teacher  on  May  12,  1968. 
MARITZ,      Willem      Hendrik      ordained      a 

Deacon  on  April  7,  1968. 
TODD,     Michael     David     ordained     a    Priest 

on  May  12,  1968. 

SPRINGS 

DICKS,  Leslie  Peter  ordained  a  Priest  on 
May  5,   1968. 

JUBBER,  Thomas  Richard  Robinson  or- 
dained   a    Teacher   on    May    5,    1968. 

JUBBER,  Victor  Brilliant  ordained  a 
Teacher    on    May    5,    1968. 

JUBBER,  Victor  Brilliant  ordained  an 
Elder  on  June  16,   1968. 

LEDWARD,  Charles  Edwin  ordained  a 
Teacher  on  May  5.  1968. 


MARRIAGES 


DURBAN 
LERVICK,  Solveig   K.   J.   married  to  ROBB. 

Chris    Harold    on    June    1,    1968. 
ROBB,  Chris   Harold   married  to   LERVICK, 

Solveig    K.    J.    on    June    1,    1968. 


SALISBURY 

GORDON-CARROLL,  Madeleine  Christine 
married  to  BARRY,  Stephen  John  on 
May   25,    1968. 


DEATHS 


RAMAH   II 
ELS,     Rodney     Kenneth     died     on     April 
1968. 


MOWBRAY 
NINOW,     Hildegardt     Victoria     Tanya     died 
on  April  14,  1968. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER    MELVIN    MERRIL    MARTIN,    transferred    from    Brakpan    to    Salisbury.    June    30. 

1968. 
ELDER   ROBERT   JAGGI,   transferred   from   Vereeniging   to   Salisbury,   June   30,    1968. 
ELDER   HAROLD    LEE   GOATES,   transferred   from   Johannesburg  to  Cape   Town,   June   23 

1968. 
ELDER    DAVID   S.    STEWART,   transferred   from   Salisbury   to    Krugersdorp.   June   30     1968 
ELDER   GLEN   H,    SALMON,   transferred   from   Salisbury   to   Brakpan,    June   30.    1968*. 


ELDER   HOWARD 
W.  CHENEY, 

Kajsville.   Utah 


Leaving  for  Home 


ELDER  NORMAN  S. 

ALGER, 

Elmo,  Utah 


July.    1968 
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THEY  FOR 

SPEAK        THEMSELVES 


If  you  would  obtain  the  highest  success  and  the  most  contentment  .if 
mind,  practice  in  your  daily  contacts  the  ideals  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

*  *  * 

The  thing  that  a  man  really  believes  in  his  heart  is  the  thing  that  he 
really  thinks.  What  he  actually  thinks  is  the  thing  he  lives. 

*  *  * 

Whatever  you  have  chosen  as  your  profession,  do  your  best  to  excel. 

*  *  * 

Nature's  law  is  the  survival  of  the  fittest.  God's  law  is;  Use  your 
personal  power  and  possessions  for  the  advancement  and  happiness  of 
others. 

— Statements  by  President  MacKay 


No  man's  opinion  is  entirely  worthless.  Even  a  watch  that  won't  run 
is  right  two  times  during  the  day. 

*  *  * 

Woman  was  taken  out  of  man, 

Not  out  of  his  head  to  top  him, 

Not  out  of  his  feet  to  be  trampled  underfoot; 

But  out  of  his  side  to  be  equal  to  him, 

Under  his  arm  to  be  protected, 

And  near  his  heart  to  be  loved. 

*  *  * 

"For  a  man  with  no  experience  you're  asking  a  real  high  wage."'  said 
the  prospective  employer.  "Well,"  mused  the  applicant,  "the  work's  much 
harder  when  you  don't  know  what  you're  doing." 

*  *  * 

Guest:  What  kind  of  pie  is  this,  apple  or  peach? 

Waitress:;  What  does  it  taste  like? 

Guest:  Glue. 

Waitress:  Then  it  must  be  peach.  The  apple  tastes  like  putty. 

*  *  * 

The  more  we  do,  the  more  we  can  do; 

The  busier  we  are.  the  more  leisure  we  have. 

— Hazlitt 

*  *  * 

Hard  work  is  the  yeast  that  raises  the  dough. 

— Kablegram 
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